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Howdy Hillbillies, 
 

What You Can Look Forward to This Month 
 
Who’s been around since 1967?  WE HAVE!!! Our 43rd Anniversary Dance  will be held on 
Friday, September 10 , at the SCV Senior Center, 22900 Market Street in Newhall.  Cindy 
Mower  will cue rounds starting at 7:30 PM and in between John Reitmajer’s  squares, which 
will start at 8:00 PM.  Although we’ve officially adopted a policy of “Casual Dress Always 
Welcome,” I request that all club members at least come dressed in club colors (black & white) 
for our traditional club picture to be taken at the dance. 
 
We have moved our club’s annual General Meeting & Elections  to Tuesday, September 14 
in the clubhouse at Greenbrier Estates East  (where we held the last two beginner’s classes 
this year), 21301 Soledad Canyon Road, Santa Clarita .  Since the gate to the complex 
closes at 7:45 p.m., our meeting will start promptly at 7:00 p.m .  Please be on time.  See 
the related article elsewhere in this Holler for additional details. 
 
Angie Messina  has arranged for the Sierra Hillbillies to do a square dance demonstration  at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church  during their 66th Annual Barbecue Fiesta.  We 
are scheduled to perform to Rod Shuping ’s calls on Sunday, September 19 from 2:00 to 
3:00 p.m.  at the church located at 23233 Lyons Avenue in Newhall .  Dress comfortably to 
enjoy the fiesta and illustrate our new casual dress policy.  The church will also be feeding us 
for our performance. Please contact Angie at 661-254-4272 or at <b-amessina@ca.rr.com> to 
sign up to dance. 
 
Pat Barker  continues to line up well-attended fundraisers at various restaurants around the 
Santa Clarita Valley.  This month’s fundraiser  will be 4:00-9:30 p.m.  on Monday, September 
27, at Rattler’s Bar-B-Que Restaurant , 26495 Golden Valley Road in Santa Clarita. 
 

What’s Happening with the Beginner’s Square Dance C lass? 
 
After much negotiation and explanation of square dancing, the Santa Clarita Parks & 
Recreation Department has accepted our proposal to offer a square dance class starting 
January 11, 2011.  The class will be offered at Valencia Meadows Park located at 25671 
Fedala Road in Valencia from 7:15 to 9:15 p.m. on Tuesday nights.  Rod Shuping  will be 
teaching the 98 Basic, Mainstream and Plus Calls in a series of classes spanning the winter, 
spring and summer 2011 sessions.  Children as young as 10 years old will be allowed to 
participate, and the 10-week series of classes each quarter will cost $60.00 per person in 
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advance.  Rod and I are still negotiating free admission for Angels with the Parks & Recreation 
Department in consideration of the Angels’ role as assistant instructors.  The class will be 
among the dance classes listed in the winter edition of the city’s “Seasons” magazine, which 
will be distributed to 70,000 households in the Santa Clarita Valley in November. Once the 
details are finalized in the next few weeks, we will also begin advertising this class ourselves 
throughout the square dance community.  

 
We decided not to pursue a separate beginner’s square dance class for home-schooled 
children at the Newhall Boys & Girls Club, because these children will be able to attend our 
classes starting in January 2011.   
 
We would, however, still like to identify another, larger facility where we could possibly hold a 
six-week Plus Calls workshop starting in October.  So I’m still asking everyone to look for 
possible dance locations that we could use for free or a nominal fee (say $20 per night).  Call 
me at 661-298-7794 or e-mail me at <hillbillies.pres@gmail.com> to discuss any possible 
facility leads. 
 

Thank you for all for your support, 

Alan E. Willis, President 

 
 

����	�	���������	 �
 
On Saturday, August 21 we visited Valley Trailers with caller Francois Lamoureux.  It was 
reported that Sharon Devol, Linda and Ron Marrin, Andre Melkonian and Bobbie Reilley 
attended. 
 
On Saturday, August 28 we attended Boots and Slippers 51st anniversary dance.  Hillbillies in 
attendance included David and Dolly Brown, Esther DeGregorio, Linda and Ron Marrin, and 
Angie and Bob Messina.  Deborah Carroll-Jones was scheduled to call, but due to the death of 
her daughter-in-law in an accident, she had to cancel.  Dick Hodnefield filled in for Deborah, 
and in addition to it being the club’s anniversary, Dick announced that he and his wife Gayle 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary last week.   
  

UPCOMING VISITATIONS 
 
Saturday September 25, 2010  we have selected Buckles and Bows with Nasser Shukayr 
calling and Gus and Lynn DeFore cuing.  The dance is at Goebel Senior Adult Center, 1385 
Janss Road in Thousand Oaks.  Rounds begin at 7:30 and square dancing is from 8:00 to 
10:45. 
 
Thanks so much to those who support our visitations.  We look forward to having more fun 
next time. 
  
Angie Messina 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO: �
Marie Elena Stulp  9/20   Carol Posthumus  9/22  

Evelyn Novak  9/24   Paul Allgood  9/30  
 

All the news that’s fit we print   
 

As usual there is good news & bad news.  Let’s start with the bad.  Bob Marrin was rushed to 
Henry Mayo Hospital Thursday afternoon.  It is still unclear, after many tests just what may have 
occurred.  Possible a slight stroke induced by stress.  Bob Messina’s brother passed away this 
past August.  Pat Barker continues to deal with a bad back & Gwen Kofnovec with a lung infection.  
Unfortunately, Audrey Parker’s arm doesn’t seem to be showing much improvement.  She hasn’t 
been able to dance for some time now.  
 
Now for some of the good news.  Kathy Spicker had successful surgery in July for kidney stones.  
With a change in medication she was able to attend Chris’s MS charity bike ride in Ohio.  To date, 
Chris has individually raised over $4,200 in the fight to cure MS. Way to go Chris!  The team 
stands at, and is still counting, over $24,000.  Chris sends “Thanks” to all those who donated.  
 
It was really great to see Tammy & Paul Allgood at our last dance. In all their years as members  
Tammy said it was the first time she had ever won the 50/50.  Also, good to see Greg Temple, who 
was in town for more than a day.  
 
What a weekend.  The Barkers, Kings, Marrins (Bob & Joanne) & the Postens participated in 
Tehachapi Days Mountain Days. There were many events including a rodeo.  Skipped the rodeo, 
so we wouldn’t be late to the Gandy Dancers evening squares at the outside hockey rink.  
Unfortunately, there was a big rig accident that closed down the 58, so that the 70 some expected 
dancers from Bakersfield were unable to get there.  However, since the Sierra Hillbillies had a full 
square we came home with a Gandy Dancers banner.  How about that?  
 
Our esteemed editor, Sharon Devol has certainly been doing her fair share of travel.  Sharon spent  
ten days at her family cabin in the Sierras.  What a wonderful break from the work-a-day world.  
She has been missed & will be unable to attend our anniversary dance, since her niece is 
graduating the same evening.  
 
The Messina’s have also been doing the travel circuit this summer.  They recently attended a 
family reunion in Rochester, New York.  Angie’s brother & sister-in-law surprised everyone by 
showing up unannounced.  They also enjoyed seeing cousins, who had not been seen in many 
years.  
 
The Hillbillies 43rd Anniversary Dance is coming up in September.  Please mark your calendars. 
Let’s have the biggest Hillbilly turnout possible.  We’ve been missing so many of you.  
 
Thought for the month:  
“All our dreams can come true, if we have the courage to pursue them.”  
Walt Disney 

HUGS TO ALL 
The Sunshine Lady 

Jody Milligan-King  E-mail: jodymilligan@gmail.com  Phone (661) 250-2567 
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September 10 , 7:30 p.m. “Black Cat” Club Dance, SCV Senior Center 
(Rick Gittleman calling and Cindy Mower cueing) 
September 15 , 7:30 p.m. Board meeting 
September 19,  2:00 p.m. square dance demo at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Catholic Church, 23233 Lyons Avenue, Newhall 
September 24 , Deadline for the September issue of the Sierra Hillbilly 
Holler 

September 25 , 7:30 p.m. Visitation at Buckles and Bows in Simi Valley, with Nasser Shukayr 
calling, and Gus & Lynn DeFore cuing 
September 27 , Fund-raiser at Rattler’s BBQ (bring the attached flier) 
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Howdy, Hillbillies! Two ASD Meetings in August to share with you… 
 

Quarterly General Meeting, August 22 
 

 In addition to the ASD officers’ reports and the recaps of happenings in each district, we 
were treated to a history of ASD by Historian Joe Demeules. Not only was our SoCal 
association one of the first in the nation formed to represent dancers, it was also a leader is 
establishing a dancer insurance package in 1956. We pay only $4 for yearly (or any portion 
thereof) supplemental coverage. Our insurance coverage is contingent on signing in at the 
door. 
 ASD is also responsible for providing clubs with IRS nonprofit tax status established in 
1977, and is again a leader in providing member clubs with marketing materials to woo new 
dancers into our activity. Currently these include a full-color tri-fold brochure (we have been 
given 400 to use in soliciting new dancers for our January class), pens, and business cards, 
and a portion of the Jamboree profits are used for advertising classes for each district.  
 Other topics included the announcement that our 2011 Student Stomp will be held on 
January 30 at the Wilkinson Center in Northridge. We were reminded that all members of ASD 
Clubs are urged to support all student dances not just the Student Stomp in our own district. 
The other student level dances are the South Bay Westside Spring Fling Dance and the 
Orange District student-level Leprechaun Ball. The reason for this is that these dances are 
designed to introduce new dancers to the experience and fun of dancing at large dances and 
festivals as well as welcoming them into our American folkdance activity. 
 In addition, I picked up our new fall quarter Grapevine. Be sure to pick up your copy at 
our Anniversary Dance. Finally, delegates were reminded that the Association needs people 
willing to participate by holding positions in the organization in order to maintain these 
important services A Square D provides to our clubs.  
 The next General Meeting will be Sunday, November 21 in Hawthorne. 
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Valley Ventura Santa Barbara District Meeting, Augu st 25 
 

 This was a fun get-acquainted meeting at the home of Marlene & Hal Lovett. It was a 
potluck affair and as usual, there was lots of wonderful food! Our president, Alan Willis, joined 
me, and there were also many members of the ASD Board on hand to meet and greet the 
various club presidents and officers. Marge Leese, our VVSB District Senior Director, provided 
each of us with a name tag of U.S. Presidents and First Ladies. We were then to find our 
matching mate and eat and get to know the other. I was Barbara Bush and paired with Vivian 
Mehlman, wife of the ASD Treasurer, Sam Mehlman. Marge also provided us with a 
comprehensive packet outlining the purpose of A Square D. 
 The next VVSB District Meeting will be Wednesday, September 22, at Denny’s 
Restaurant in Canoga Park. 
  Karen Geller-Shinn, ASD Representative.  
 
 

 	
��!���	����"��� 	
��!���	����"��� 	
��!���	����"��� 	
��!���	����"��� ����
by Alan Willis 

 
Our club’s annual General Meeting & Elections will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
September 14, 2010 , in the clubhouse at Greenbrier Estates East, 21301 Soledad  Canyon 
Road, Santa Clarita  (PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DAY AND TIME).  Thank you to Evelyn 
Novak  again for arranging for the use of the clubhouse in her complex for this meeting.  Since 
the gate to the complex is closed at 7:45 p.m., our meeting will start promptly at 7:00 p.m.  
Please be on time.  If you arrive after the gate has closed, please call me at 661-644-8060. 
 
There are six elected officers for the club who, together with the Immediate Past President, 
form the seven-member Board.  Four candidates have already announced their willingness to 
serve on the Board for 2010-11 (see below), but we are accepting additional candidates for 
these four positions and are still seeking candidates for Recording Secretary (responsible for 
recording and publishing the minutes of the Board and General Meetings) and Corresponding 
Secretary (responsible for handling club correspondence including mailing copies of the Holler 
to members who elect not to receive information via e-mail).  I know how busy all of our lives 
are in addition to square dancing, and our club has created more than the usual number of 
elected officer and committee chairperson positions compared to other clubs to minimize the 
responsibilities of each of these positions and make them more manageable. 
 
Several club members have also indicated interest in serving as heads of various committees 
as shown on the list below, but we still have a lot of positions to fill.  Please review the lists 
below and come to the General Meeting & Elections mindful of the need to have individuals 
willing perform the functions of each of these positions because they are necessary to keep 
our club alive and thriving.  See you on September 15! 
 
Elected Officers:   Candidates: 
 
President: Alan Willis,                                       
       
Vice President: Bob & Angie Messina,        
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Recording Secretary: _______________________     
       
Corresponding Secretary: Evelyn Novak,_______________________    
  
Treasurer: Jody Milligan-King,         
       
A-Square-D Representative: Karen Geller-Shinn,      
       
Committee Positions: 
 
Class Refreshments Coordinator:         
 
Class Coordinator: David Kupfer,        
 
Holler Editor: Sharon Devol,         
 
Sunshine: Jody Milligan-King,         
 
Web Master:  Dan Dell,          
 
Website Coordinator (*new position):        
 
Visitations: Angie Messina,         
 
Membership: John King,          
 
Dance Refreshments Coordinator:        
 
Decoration Coordinator:          
 
Ways & Means: Pat Barker,         
 
Publicity:            
 
Advertising:  Karen Geller-Shinn,        
 
Badges: Evelyn Novak,         
 
Flyers: Doug Kelley,          
 
Photographer: John King,         
 
A-Square-D Alternate: Alan Willis,        
 
Sheriff: Bruce Posten,         
 
Historian:            
 
Wagon Master:           
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Telephones:            
 
Split the Pot Coordinator:          
 
 
* Website Coordinator will be responsible for collecting updates for our website and forwarding 
them to the Web Master for posting as well as forwarding dance flyers, etc. to other square 
dance websites for posting 
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Curious about some of the more interesting photos?  Come to the dances and find out! 
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